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The Naval Postgraduate School’s (NPS) Center for Homeland Defense and
Security (CHDS) is pleased to announce Valerie Yeager as the winner
of the 2009 homeland security essay competition. Yeager’s winning essay
entitled, Emergency Response, Public Health and Poison Control: Logical
Linkages for Successful Risk Communication and Improved Disaster and Mass
Incident Response, was selected from 147 other entries. Her paper explores
the possibilities of linking emergency response and public health with the poison
control system for increased collaboration and coordination during disasters
and emergencies. If successful, these linkages will ensure that the U.S. is more
capable of effectively preventing, responding and recovering from disasters
and emergencies.
Yeager, a research assistant and writer at the University of Alabama at
Birmingham South Central Center for Public Health Preparedness, says she
became
interested in the topic while working to host a round-table discussion at the 2007 Public Health Preparedness
Summit. "I was excited to find that many
public health professionals were encouraged by the idea and they wanted more information about how to go about
developing links within their states,"
said Yeager. "Realizing that the public health community was supportive of the development of this idea, I wanted to
learn more about Poison Control
Centers and to engage more people in this discussion."
Yeager believes her essay topic is particularly significant because it is an example of how building partnerships and
enhancing communication can improve
the security of our nation. "Collaboration between entities can be challenging at times, but perhaps the ideas
discussed in my essay will remind
stakeholders in security and response that we can realize incredible benefits when we break down barriers and work
together," said Yeager.
CHDS Director Glen Woodbury commented on Ms. Yeager’s essay, "She had an innovative idea that capitalized on
using pre-existing systems – poison
control, public health and emergency management – to build a stronger overall emergency response and disaster
management system. This type of thinking
increases capability in a very efficient and cost-effective manner by taking advantage of programs that are already
out there and adding an additional layer
of functionality to them."
Yeager will receive a $1,500 cash award and travel to NPS to present her essay to faculty, staff and officials
participating in the CHDS Master’s Degree
program.
The purpose of the essay competition is to promote creative thinking, innovative ideas, discussion and debate in the
arena of homeland security. Participants
submitted an essay answering the question "What advice concerning Homeland Security would you give the next
presidential administration and why?"
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Entries came from diverse writers representing a broad spectrum of homeland security perspectives.
The four finalists and their essays are: (Essays are available on the essay contest page.)
Andrew Faltum, a Military Lead Analyst for Alion Science and Technology
A National Information Policy.
George Ewing, a Client Development Officer with CitiFinancial Auto
The Department of Homeland Security Initiative for Community Empowerment and Security: A Community Based
Approach to Homeland Security.
Harry Haury, the Chief Executive Officer and Founder of NuParadigm Government Systems, Inc.
Saving the Internet or "Who Are You Going to Trust."
George Pugh, President of George Pugh & Co, a NJ-based consulting firm
Building a Central Intelligence Registry.
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